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Conventionon the Protection of the Marine Environment
of the Baltic Sea Area

International treaty law

CONVENTION
ON THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT
OF THE BALTIC SEA AREA, 1992

L e e Signed originally 1974 (in force 1980),
Revised 1992 (in force 2000)

e Ratified by all nine Baltic Sea coastal states
and the EU

e HELCOM governing body

e Qver 50 official HELCOM Observers
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HELCOM Observers

Government of Belarus, Government of Ukraine, ASCOBANS, Baltic 21 (CBSS), Baltic Pilotage Authorities Commission,
Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, Baltic Sea States Sub-Regional Cooperation (BSSSC), Black Sea Commission, Bonn
Agreement, European Network of Freshwater Research Organizations (EurAqua), The Great Lakes Commission,
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO, International Atomic Energy Agency, International Council
for the Exploration of the Sea, International Maritime Organization, Paris and Oslo Commissions, United Nations
Environment Programme, UNEP/AEWA, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, World Health Organization
Regional Office for Europe, World Meteorological Organization, Baltic Farmers' Forum on Environment, Baltic
Operational Oceanographic System, Baltic Ports Organisation, Baltic Sea Forum, BirdLife International, John Nurminen
Foundation, BONUS Baltic Organizations' Network for Funding Science (BONUS EEIG), Baltic Sea Advisory Council (BSAC),
Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation, European Chemical Industry Council, Coalition Clean Baltic, Conference of
Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe - Baltic Sea Commission, European Boating Association, European Chlor- AIkaIi

Industry, European Community Shipowners' Association, < BeFore thxs B {oo far7

you really need some ’
stake—ho]der' mput

Cruise Lines International Association Europe, Interferry, European
Dredging Association, the Federation of European Aquaculture
Producers (FEAP), Fertilizers Europe, European Sea Ports Organisation,
The Coastal and Marine Union, European Federation of National
Associations of Water and Wastewater Services, Federation of European
Private Port Operators, Global Water Partnership Central and Eastern
Europe, International Association of Oil and Gas Producers, International
Chamber of Shipping, International Dialogue on Underwater Munitions,
PlasticsEurope, Local Authorities International Environmental
Organisation (KIMO International), Low Impact Fishers of Europe (LIFE),
Marine Stewardship Council, Nordic Hunters' Cooperation, Oceana, Sea
Alarm Foundation, Union of the Baltic Cities, World Wide Fund for
Nature
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HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (2007-2021)

®

Eutrophication Biodiversity
“Baltic Sea unaffected by “Favourable status of Baltic Sea
eutrophication” biodiversity”
Hazardous substances
“Baltic Sea undisturbed by “Environmentally friendly
hazardous substances” maritime activities”
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Integrated assessments

State of pressures and biodiversity in the Baltic Sea area 2011-2016

\ Eutrophication - INTEGRATED ASSESSMENTS
= | Hazardous substances | rorson fond Hotessesed
i | Won-indigenous species* G m
e Commercial fishing** 90000000000
*INDICATORS **FISH STOCKS
) ) B Good ® CGood
Benth!c hab!tats e B B Notgood @ Notgood
t Pelagic habitats | . Not assessed Not assessed
o Fish: open sea
E . g The following pressures were
= Fish: coastal | assessed descriptively:
= seals D B Marine litter
E Waterbirds*: hregigigngn Underwater noise
Waterbirds*: wintering Seahfad loss and dlsturhanfe_
season Hunting of seals and waterbirds

0 % 20 % L0 % 60 % 80 % 100 % Pharmaceuticals
of km? Incidental bycatch in fishing gear
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HELCOM indicators on hazardous substances

e 12 indicators Contaminants E
* Regionally agreed
thresholds — HBCDD. |
. o — Metals (Mercury, Lead, Cadmium).
 Additional indicators are — PBDEs.
— PFOS.

being developed

— PAHs and their metabolites.

— PCBs, dioxins and furans.

— TBT and imposex.*

— Radioactive substances.

— White tailed sea eagle productivity.

— Reproductive disorders: malformed
embryos of amphipods.***

— Diclofenac.*

— Operational oil-spills from ships.

*tested

***supplementary (certain countries only)

02y 40 ¢ . STATE OF THE
F HELCOM Foie




Integrated assessment - hazardous substances

Integrated Contamination Status Assessment & HELCOM 559 individual

Contaminaton scor contaminant data series
a . assessed for trends

-::;f}hgh — 236 showed downward

Not assessed

3 trends ©
- — 311series had no
K ] detectable trend ?
m;}i;;;c; — Only 12 showed upward
_ trends ®
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HELCOM indicators on hazardous substances
- detailed results
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HELCOM Baltic Sea Impact Index (BSII)

Pressure themes ranked by cumulative impact at regional scale

Nutrient concentrations

Hazardous substances concentrations
Introduction of non-indigenous species
Extraction of fish

Anthropogenic sound

Physical disturbance to seabed
Disturbance of species

Hunting of seabirds

Hunting of seals

Physical loss to seabed |

Altered hydrological conditions
Introduction of radionuclides

Oil slicks and spills

Input of heat

0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000
Sum value (*1,000)
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Beach litter

Litter material categories on different beach types

I Plastics
Reference . I
Metal
Rural - I Glass or ceramics

M Paper or cardboard
Peri-urban - I M Processed or worked wood

Urban . I Rubber

M Cloth or textile
0 20 40 b0 80 100 % Unclassified
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Why Baltic Sea
has not recovered yet?

Several measures are operating...

... but may not be comprehensive enough or have not
been in place long enough

New issues are emerging + climate change

Baltic Sea Action Plan not yet fully implemented

4 HELCOM




Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan

JOINT ACTIONS NATIONAL ACTIONS
Eutrophication AEEEEREEEER LI
HEEN []
Hazardous substances ... ...... ........
HEEEEEEEEER
L
Marine litter . .
Underwater sound ..
Non-indigenous species ] ]
Fishing H  HEER HEN
Benthic disturbances
Maritime spatial
planning ......
Each square represents one action in the BSAP:
. Accomplished Partly accomplished . Not accomplished Future target year
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BRUSSELS

MINISTERIAL
MEETING 2018

HELCOM

1. Take new action to meet the Sustainable Development
Goals in the Baltic Sea

2. Strengthen the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action
Plan by 2021 - a top priority

3. Updatethe Baltic Sea Action Plan

www.helcom.fi/ministerial2018
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http://www.helcom.fi/ministerial2018

. STATE OF THE
BALTIC SEA

Results of socio-economic analysis

V
Marine & Fish stock bjp HEI—COM
From coastal & habitat

eutrophication  recreation”™  degradation

Potential revenue
losses per year
when good
environmental status
is not achieved for the
Baltic Sea

384 122 1827

bllllon bllllon bllllon

** Travel cost method _ helcom_fi

Source: State of the Baltic Sea report, Second HELCOM Holistic Assessment
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Downioads & data | References Contact

STATE OF THE
" BALTIC SEA Q

First varsion 2017

IN BRIEF HUMANS PRESSURES BIODIVERSITY CUMULATIVE HELCOM ACTIONS ABOUT HELCOM
findings and basics & the ecosystem & their status & its status IMPACTS for improvement & the assessment

First version of the State of the Baltic sea report — June 2017 - to be updated in 2018

KEY FINDINGS

Nutrient inputs from land have decreased clearly, The contamination status is elevated in all of the Biodiversity status is inadequate for most

but effects are not yet reflected in the status of all Baltic Sea, but some improving trends are seen assessed species, and continued efforts to support
sub-basins. biodiversity are of key importance

Eutrophication status > Hazardous substances > Biodiversity status »

Summary of findings >

o Download report as PDF (19 MB)



http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/




