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Our mission

“The European Marine Board provides a
pan‐European platform for its member
organizations to develop common priorities,
advance marine research, and bridge the gap
between science and policy in order to meet
future marine science challenges and
opportunities.”



Transferring knowledge to the core of 
marine research policy



16 years of achievement and 
counting…









3 teleconferences

Consensus Statement

Joint drafting expert nomination

Expert reviews (16) &  
approved by members of EMB and Ocean Leadership



Consensus Statement:
A call from the ocean research community

• To the COP21:

– Recognize fundamental role of the ocean in the climate system

– Deliver an agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emission and 
curb damage to the ocean & its ecosystem

– Understand & promote the role of ocean and climate research

• To research funders:

– Support ocean-climate research & observation programmes



Consensus Statement

• Key role of the ocean

– Ocean is a key component of the global climate system.

– Climate change alters physical, chemical and biological 
properties of the ocean. Marine ecosystems have 
responded and will continue to respond to these 
changes.

– Human societies depend on ocean services, which are 
sensitive to climate change.

– Successful adaptation and mitigation strategies must 
consider the ocean.

• But, key uncertainties remain…



Gaps and needs

• Insufficient understanding of some key processes, e.g.,

– mixing in the ocean interior

– interactions between ecosystem functioning and 

biodiversity

• Sustaining and enhancing the ocean observing system

– integrating biogeochemical and biological observations

– improving coverage (space and time)

– filling gaps in the deep ocean

• Combining advanced models with observations

• International cooperation 
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www.marineboard.eu
www.marineboard.eu/ocean-climate-nexus/

Thank you
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